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 is the Irish
for an air or a tune.

But it can also mean
desire or enthusiasm.

This magazine is 
enthusiastic about airs 
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Our approach to 
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song is respectful.
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who work to preserve 
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those who explore the 

boundaries of the 
tradition by 

collaborating with 
musicians in other 
genres and styles.
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of these movements 
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folk music. They are 

complementary – not 
incompatible.
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Clare’s MÓRglór award for Siobhán Peoples

Mercury rising for 
Lankum
L

Making the Album of the Year Shortlist: Lankum (Photo: Ellius Grace)

Award: Siobhán Peoples Memory: Muiris Ó Rocháin

A

Conserving the tradition: Jerry O’Reilly of An Góilín Traditional Singers in Dublin 
beside the restored headstone at the grave of Michael Moran, aka Zozimus.

An Góilín acts to 
preserve Zozimus
memorialChance for Wicklow seniors to return to 

playing musical instruments

The Rossana Trio: (from left) Mark Redmond (pipes, whistles, flute), 
Robbie Walsh (bodhrán) and Lynda O’Connor (fiddle).
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Geordie Hanna

Festival-goer: José Manuel Tejedor from Asturias (Image:DR)

Application 
deadline for 
Arts Council 
project 
awards
approaches 

Ó Ghlúin go Glúin: outside Madden’s Bar in Belfast.
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€
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Piping festival suffers 
funding shortfall – but 
show will go on

Passing on the baton

Siblings: Barry and Laura Kerr

Sound of Belfast to echo 
through trad masterclasses
T
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glór bursary for Nuala

C

At last… Joanie gets 
her gong

Major traditional stars 
for centenary concert

Joanie Madden wears the National Heritage Fellowship medallion 
at the event in the Library of Congress in Washington.

Nuala Kennedy has been awarded the 2023 Traditional Artist 
Bursary by glór arts centre in Ennis (Photo: Eamon Ward)

Martin Hayes will be one of many traditional musicians on the bill.

T
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Director: Liam O’Connor

€1m State 
funding 
windfall 
for ITMA
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Remarkable journey

Pipers’ HQ development boosted by 
award of €13.3m in public funds

Artist’s impression of the expanded headquarters of Na Píobairí Uilleann in Henrietta Street, Dublin. 

Artist’s impression of the planned performance space in the expanded NPU HQ.

At the official announcement of the funding package were (front row from left)
Ministers Darragh O’Brien, Catherine Martin and Pascal Donoghue, (back row from left)

Na Píobairí Uilleann CEO Gay McKeon, actor Brendan Gleeson and pipers
Liam Winnett, Séamus Ong and Muireann Ní Shé (Photo: Maxwell Photography).
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‘In the Singing of Songs’
New collection of songs launched

The singers and songwriters 
who have contributed to the 
book and the DVDs are:

Noel Armstrong, Colm Brennan, 
Gavin Byrne, Francis Devine, 
James Doran, Aoife Doyle,
Mick Doyle, Grace French,
Rita Gallagher, Des Geraghty, 
Frank Greally, Senan Lillis,
Ellen MacIsaac, Marianne McAleer, 
Éire Ní Fhaoláin, Simon Oak, 
Chulainn Ó Faoláin, Larry O’Toole, 
Séamas Sheils, Vincent Strunks, 
Jonny Tennant, Deirdre Tobin, 
Paul Tobin, Alenora Tuohy, 
Rachel Uí Fhaoláin, Sophie 
Wickham, Fiachra Willoughby 
and Síofra Willoughby,

Singer of Songs:
Senan Lillis (Photo: 
John Ó Faoláin)�

Singer of Songs: 
Rita Gallagher  �

Singers of Songs: 
Deirdre Tobin  �
Francy Devine �
(Photos: John Ó 
Faoláin)

Family: Chulainn Ó 
Faoláin, Rachel Uí 
Fhaoláin and Éire Ní 
Fhaoláin  (Photo: 
John Ó Faoláin) �
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Ademar comes 
of age

On the double: 
Ademar O’Connor 
with his trophies for 
winning the all-
Ireland senior fiddle 
and banjo champion-
ships at the recent 
Fleadh Cheoil in 
Mullingar.
     Ademar also took 
second place in the 
mandolin and third 
in the melodeon 
competitions.

Duais dúbailte:
In the senior 
competition for 
women singing in 
Irish, the title was 
won by Gormfhlaith 
Ní Shíocháin Ní 
Bheoláin from Water-
ford. Three years ago 
Gormfhlaith won 
the piano sonata 
competition at the 
Feis Maitiú.

Singer John Tunney

Caitlín and Antoin Mac Gabháinn with Colm Regan

Mary Grace O’Neill

Inside the Chambers Bar in Mullingar

Lorcan Fox and friends

Singer Eileen BroderickRebecca and Caroline Griffin from Kilmaley

Banjo Joe Connaire and friends take the streets.



�The Henry Girls

Singing
down the 
generations
W

TDaniel Michael 
Milner 
born March 27, 
1945, died 
September 27, 
2023

Ómós: Dan Milner



Immense presence
The trad singing community has lost a 
big voice and an immense presence 
with the sudden passing... of Dan 
Milner, a son of England, Ireland and 
Amerikay.

Michael O’Leary

Honoured
We are truly honoured to have shared 
his songs, his company and friendship 
in Inishowen over many decades. 

Inishowen Traditional Singers

Stirring singer
Dan Milner will be missed by many, in 
both the Irish music and sea music 
world...a stout and stirring singer and a 
great guy to know. My thoughts go out 
to my dear friend Bonnie Milner...their 
partnership was a joy to see...Go well 
Old Fella...I will miss you.... 

Tim Radford

Warm and wise
Dan was a tremendous presence in the 
traditional song community for many 
years, and always enlivened our sessions 
with his wonderful songs and humour. 
He was tremendously warm and wise, 
and was always generous with his time, 
his immense knowledge and his songs. 
He will be greatly missed.

Kara O’Brien, Limerick Singing Session

Contribution
He was such a nice man, and he made 
a significant contribution to the musical 
tradition we love. Rest in peace, Dan.  

Joe Offer

Treasure
So sad to hear of the passing of Dan 
Milner, a treasure of inestimable value.
     A sweet singer of traditional Irish 
songs and songs of the sea, a scholar, a 
teacher and a writer. 
     I have had a deep respect for Dan for 
a long time, met him many times, and 
was always charmed and delighted by 
his approach to his songs. 

Shay Black

Versed in history, kinship and mirth
Dan came to my little house in Hawthorne NJ, some years ago, 
where I had set up my recording studio, which consisted of a spare 
bedroom and my dining room. There we recorded two records for 
Smithsonian Folkways…
     Dan invited many of the legends of folk to the little green 
house to help him assemble components of the records, and he 
and I crafted the songs with himself striving to keep them sparse 
enough to fit the folk/traditional idiom. 

Of course we had a horn section for The Monitor and the Merrimac,
provided by Katy Bowerman and a friend. And great vocals by 
Mick Moloney, Robbie O'Connell, Susan McKeown and John 
Doyle; also the Johnson Girls with Bonnie his wife, Joanie Madden 
on flute, Bob Conroy on banjo, Tim Collins and quite a few others. 
I’m proud of both of those records and I think they are unique and 
important recordings of Civil War Naval Battles and Irish Pirate 
Songs…
     His songs with his great life partner, Bonnie Milner, were always 
the spice of any gathering. I know the passing of Dan is a great loss 
to her and the large sea music and Irish music community of the 
Atlantic seaboard. He was the real deal, a credit to his Kerry mother 
and English father. He represented in a way the Irish diaspora that 
quietly celebrated their heritage in the UK and loudly proclaimed 
it in the USA.
     There was no shamrock or shillelaghs about Dan though, but a 
deep knowledge of our history, our struggles and our songs of 
kinship and mirth. I’ll never forget the time we spent making 
recordings that will be referred to by future generations of singers 
of historical folk song. Also the cups of Barry’s tea and the odd 
Hoegarden. 
     I’ll miss you Dan, we all will.

Gabriel Donohue

Huge figure
It was such a terrible shock to hear the news of Dan Milner’s recent 
death. He was a great friend and musical collaborator, as well as 
one of my favourite singers. He was also an author, an 
ethnomusicologist and a teacher. His vast repertoire of songs and 
his encyclopaedic knowledge of Irish and British folk songs was 
legendary. In addition to a strong true singing voice, Dan had that 
rare ability to inhabit a song and make completely his own. 

In the early 1980s, Dan ran a renowned concert series at the 
Eagle Tavern in New York. I first met him there with his wife 
Bonnie, also a great singer… Between 2012 and 2017 Dan and I 
frequently performed as a duo and I always enjoyed his company 
and his great sense of humour…. Dan was a huge figure on the folk 
music scene and his genial presence will be sorely missed  by all 
who knew him. 

Robbie O’Connell

Duet: Dan Milner and Robbie O’Connell



A study in 
concentration:
Mark Redmond 
playing at the 
Imbolc Festival in 
Derry in 2020.

In the footsteps of  the masters

The Rowsome 
Brothers: (above) 
Thomas (left) and 
Leo.

Patriarch of a great 
piping and pipe-
making dynasty:
(left) William 
Rowsome.  (Image: 
ITMA)



Tommy Kearney
The Wexford
Connection

Three pipers from 
Wexford: (from left) 
Brendan Wickham, 
Ned Wall and Mark 
Redmond

Required reading for 
the young piper : The 
Davy Spillane Uilleann 
Pipe Tutor from Walton’s 
and The Master’s Touch 
by Séamus Ennis from 
Na Píobairí
 Uilleann..

The piping master from Portlaw
A pivotal figure in the Irish piping tradition, Waterford’s 
Tommy Kearney (1912-2008) was one of the leading 
exponents of a style of piping which combined an open 
flowing melody and crisp staccato ornamentation with 
near continuous accompaniment on the regulators. 
Tommy’s teacher, Liam Walsh, was a student of William 
Rowsome – father of Leo and Thomas.
     In this notes on Tommy Kearney’s album for Na Píobairí 
Uilleann, The Master Pipers Vol. 2, Seán Donnelly described 
Kearney as “a living link in a musical chain that stretches 
back to the nineteenth century and beyond” – connecting 
to renowned pipers like the Cashs, the Byrnes and the 
Rowsomes. Tommy also recalled listening to Johnny 
Doran playing on the streets of his native Portlaw.
     Although Garech de Brún at Claddagh Records was keen 
to record Kearney, for various reasons it never happened. 
But in 1977, he took part as a member of the band,  
Tiompán, in Mícheál Ó Suilleabháin’s Gael Linn album, 
Óró Domhnaigh, inspired by his mentor, Seán Ó Riada’s 
work with Ceoltoirí Chulainn. Tiompán also included 
Nóirín Ní Ríain, Tómas Ó Catháin, John Dwyer, Mattie 
Fahy and Kearney’s former student, Tommy Keane (now 
Honorary President of Na Píobairí Uilleann), on the 
whistle. Ó Suilleabháin subsequently noted: “Tommy 
(Kearney) inspired each and every one of us to greater 
things within ourselves.”
     Apart from Redmond, Wall and Keane, Tommy taught 
a number of other pipers from the South East, including 
Jimmy O’Brien-Moran, Donnchadh Gough, John Tuohy 
and David Power.
     Tommy’s life and music is commemorated each year 
at Tionol Tommy Kearney, the annual gathering of 
uilleann pipers in the South East – run by Craobh Osraí 
Comhaltas Kilkenny for over 25 years. 

Tommy Kearney at Scoil Samhraidh Willie Clancy (Photo Peter Laban)



The Galway piper: 
(left) Paddy Conneely 
(died 1850) was 
patronised by George 
Petrie. Painted by  
Frederic William 
Burton (National 
Gallery of Ireland)

The Wexford Piper:
(right): Leo Rowsome

Masterful (left): 
Armagh Pipers’ Club 
alumnus, Tiarnan 
Ó Duinnchinn 
(Photo: Na Píobairí 
Uilleann)

On waves of sound 
(above): Mark plays 
The Brendan Voyage 
with the NSO in the 
National Concert 
Hall.

Pioneer (below right): 
Liam O’Flynn was  
the pipes soloist for 
the premiere of
The Brendan Voyage.

From student
to teacher

Mark’s voyage with 
Brendan begins 



Legacy: (above) 
Accompanied by the 
Irish Nationa Folk 
Orchestra, Mark 
plays Eamonn 
Ceannt’s pipes  in 
Kilmainham Gaol as 
part of Dublin 
Tradfest 2020.
      Easter Rising 
leader, Ceannt had 
been a co-founder 
and Secretary of the 
Pipers’ Club in 
Dublin . 

Plaudits: (left) Mark 
is congratulated by 
conductor, David 
Brophy, after a 
performance of The 
Brendan Voyage in 
the National Concert 
Hall, Dublin . 

Bravo: (above) Mark 
is congratulated by 
composer, Shaun 
Davey, after a 
performance of The 
Brendan Voyage in 
the National Concert 
Hall, Dublin . 

Ovation: (right) 
Mark takes the 
applause along with  
composer Shaun 
Davey, conductor 
David Brophy and 
lead vocalist Rita 
Connolly after a 
performance of The 
Brendan Voyage in 
the National Concert 
Hall, Dublin . 



For the recordMore-chestra!

The Quartet

The Rowsome 
Foursome: (above) 
(from left) Mark Red-
mond, Mick O’Brien, 
Kevin Rowsome and 
Nollaig Mac Carthaigh 
in Drogheda in 2018 
(Photo: Fonn)

Festival: (below left) 
Mark at Dublin 
Tradfest in 2020.

Studio: (below right) 
Mark with Daoirí 
Farrell and Dónal 
Lunny recording at 
the ITMA in 2018.

Dave Flynn’s Irish 
Memory Orchestra: 
(left) performing at 
the Cork Folk 
Festival in 2018.



The Trio
Trio: (above) The 
Daoirí Farrell Trio at 
the Cambridge Folk 
Festival in July (Photo: 
Celia Bartlett).

Trio: (right) The 
Daoirí Farrell Trio at 
Celtic Connections in 
Glasgow in 2022.

Tribute to Liam: 
(above)  Mark with 
Rod McVey (left) and 
the West Ocean 
String Quartet who 
came together to 
record an excerpt 
from The Brendan 
Voyage for Píobaire, 
the TG4 documentary 
film on Liam O’Flynn.

Composer: (below) 
Brian Byrne



Into the future

Coming of age

The ‘new’ pipes: 
Mark Redmond’s C# 
set – hand-made by 
the acclaimed 
German pipemaker, 
Andreas Rogge – 
were acquired in 
2022 with support 
from Music Network 
Ireland and the Arts 
Council.

Three on the road: 
Mark with Mairéad 
Ní Mhaonaigh and 
Cormac de Barra on 
Music Network 
Ireland’s autumn 
tour in 2022.

In the shadow of 
Kennedy: (left) 
Mark Redmond plays 
at the William 
Kennedy Piping 
Festival, organised 
by the Armagh 
Pipers’ Club, in 2019 
(Photo: Fonn)

Pipe dream: (below 
left) Jerry Douglas 
has inspired Mark’s 
desire to develop a 
new pipes-dobro 
duet project.

Whistle while you 
work: (below left) 
Mark at the Cam-
bridge Folk Festival 
in July (Photo: Celia 
Bartlett).

Inspirational: 
(below right) Afro-
Celts piper Rónan 
Browne.



Track Listing:
1. High Way to Hermitage
2. Long for Light 
3. Caelestis / Sheep in the Temple
4. Quilley Reel
5. Freedom Bird
6. Just Stop & Eat the Roses
7. Bone Music
8. Clogstravaganza
9. Gods of War
10. One Night In Moaña
11. Back to the RedeRELEASES

Track Listing:
1. Skidoo
2. The Wind that Shakes the Barley
3. Johnny D’s / The Connaught 

Heifers / The Jolly Tinker / The Mill 
House

4. Mulroy Bay
5. The Kittycat Slip Jigs: Fluffy’s 

Frolics / Frosty’s Frolics
6. Thing of the Earth
7. The Red Rock
8. Up and About in the Morning / 

Scattery Island / The Slippery Dip
9. The Times They are A-Changin’
10. Ormond Sound / Jackson’s / Lucy 

Campbell’s

New album 
from new 
line-up 
Thing of the Earth:  
Réalta (Self-released)

Cloud pleasers!
Kathryn Tickell and the Darkening

Réalta – seeing stars: Loïc Bléjean, Deirdre Galway, Conor Lamb, Dermot Moynagh 
and Dermot Mulholland

Tony starts on the 
right note

Trio with brio

Réalta to tour new album 
with Myles McCormack

Myles McCormack



Track Listing:

1. The Shaskeen/Paddy Fahey’s/
Ashmolean (reels)

2. The Powdermills/Out in the Cold/
Hardiman’s Fancy (jigs)

3. The Newborn Lamb/Dick 

Tobin’s/The Cooleyduff (polkas)
4. The Humours of Lissadell/Mary 

McMahon of Ballinahinch/The 
Tailor’s Thimble (reels)

5. Sweet Marie/Frank’s Two-Step/An 
Phlásog Ghlas (military two-steps)

6. Lord Leitrim/Joe Bain’s/The 
Morning Thrush (barndances/reel)

7. Mo Ghrá Thú/The Gander in the 
Pratie Hole/The Sunny Hills of 
Beara (jigs)

8. Callaghan’s/Teachín an Ghleanna/ 
’Twas Many a Wild Night (polkas)

9. The Porthole of the Kelp/Maghera 
Mountain/The Steeplechase (reels)

10. I  Was Born for Sport/The Clare 
Shout/Tá’n Coileach ag Fógairt an 
Lae (jigs)

11. Caisleán an Óir/Her Lovely Hair 
was Flowing down her Back 
(hornpipes)

12. Fisherman’s Island/Mandabawn 
Chapel/Callaghan’s (reels)

Auspicious 
debut for 
class duo

Breadth and depth: Conor Arkins (left) and Paul Clesham

Track Listing:

1.     Anach Cuain
2.     A Maid in her Father's Garden
3.     The Banks of the Moy
4.     Derry So Fair
5.     The Shores of Lough Erne
6.     Rocking the Cradle
7.     My Bonnie Blue Eyed Lassie
8.     Burns and Highland Mary
9.     Siúil a Rún
10.     Slieve Gallion Braes
11.     The Quiet Land of Erin
12.     Meet Me Tonight on the Shore
13.     The Blantyre Explosion
14.     The Green Fields of Canada

Lankum (Photo: Ellius Grace)

Muireann makes 
promising debut

Golden album

Rita’s health service

Fiachra’s  legacy 
from Connemara 

Flying sky high



A Collection of Songs 
in the Traditional and 
Sean-Nós Style: 
Various Artists, Nyaah 
Records

Track Listing:

1. Harvest of Clovers – Conor 
O’Kane

2. Ócam an Phríosúin – Aoife 
Hammond

3. Eileanóir na Rún – Eoghan Ó 
Ceannabháin

4. Róisín Dubh – Michael Frank Ó 
Confhaola

5. Queen among the Heather – 
Méabh Meir

6. Jug of Punch – Rosie Stewart
7. Lament of the Irish Mother – 

Ruth Clinton
8. When the Mummers Come 

Calling – Fionnuala Maxwell
9. Banks of Sullane – Nell Ní 

Chroinin 
10. The Wicklow Mountains High 

– Thomas McCarthy
11. An Sceilpín Draighneach  – 

Sarah GhriallaisRuth Clinton

Sarah Ghriallais

Conversations We’ve 
Had Before: Eliza 
Carthy Trio.

Track Listing:

1. Knife in the Window 
2. Avington Pond/Mrs Casey  
3. The Blind Beggar of Bethnal 

Green 
4. Pecket's Black Mary/Love Lane 
5. The Spanish Lady’s Love/

Planxty Charles Coote 
6. Away My Brave Boys  
7. The Message  
8. Sword Dance/Cheshire Rolling 

Hornpipe 
9. Go from My Window/Whitefriars 

Hornpipe 
10. Golden Slumbers 
11. Bird in the Bush 
12. The Light of Other Days 

Eliza’s trio 
converse to 
brilliant 
effect

The Eliza Carthy Trio (from left): Saul Rose, Eliza Carthy, David Delarre (Photo: Thom Ashworth)

Songs that echo down
the generations

California to Clare

So far so good



Nuala Kennedy

Nuala 
inspired 
by Clare 
coast

Track listing:

1. Sally Sits Weeping/Blue 
Devils’ Jig 

2. Father Father
3. Saltwater /Flow /Cúcúín
4. Ye Lover’s All 
5. Wake 
6. Sea Reels (Downtown Troy/ 

Haul Away Da Hauser/Distant 
Colours)

7. Marguerite
8. Whirlpools/The Lighthouse 

Polka
9. The Cavan Road

Dynamic debut

Second to none
1. Patsy Geary’s/An Lá I Ndiaidh 

An Aonaigh
2. The Cabin Hunter/Delia 

Crowley’s
3. Shores of Lough Gowna/The 

Wheels of the World
4. Scattery Island/Siney 

Crotty’s/John Kelly’s
5. Raghadsa Is Mo Cheaití/Ned 

Stapleton’s
6. The Humours of 

Carrigaholt/The Traveller
7. The Humours of Kilclougher/

Elizabeth Kelly’s Delight

8. Mary Brennan’s/The Humours 
of Tullycrine/Mickey Callaghan’s

9. Porthole of the Kelp/Farewell To 
Ireland

10. The Cliffs of Moher/Miller’s 
Maggot

11. The Old Concertina/Tom Keane’s
12. Cailíní An Fhactory
13. Brian O’Lynn/Delia Keane’s/

Mickey Callaghan’s
14. The Ebb Tide/John Kelly’s
15. The Humours of Quilty/Andily’s
16. Toss The Feathers/Maids Of 

Mitchelstown/Miss Johnston’s 

Celebrating 
a musical 
dynasty
A Family Tradition:
Traditional Irish Music 
from the Kelly Family

Track listing:

Take a bow: The remarkable John Kelly



Labour of love: Philip Duffy

€

Battles of the bands

Music of people and 
place

Track listing:

1. Venez jeunes gens 
2. Au Canada, il y a des jolies filles
3. Charmante bergère
4. Je m'en fus à sa porte
5. C'était un beau galant
6. Rossignol du vert bocage
7. C'est sur le quai du havre
8. J'avais une méchante mère
9. Là-bas sur ces montagnes
10. Mon père a fait bâtir maison
11. Quand j'étais à l'âge de 15 ans

Trio: (from left) Olivier Demers, Robert Deveaux et Nicolas 
Boulerice (Photo: Noémie Martineau).

Art Populaire 

Back to roots of Canada’s 
French-speaking tradition



Moving Hearts: (from left) Dónal Lunny, Graham Henderson, Davy Spillane (seated), Liam Bradley,
Noel Eccles, Keith Donald  (seated), Anthony Drennan and Eoghan O’Neill.

M

Lankum cancel gigs abroad 
over health concerns 

Hearts’ delight

€

C

Nyah crosses the Shannon
The Cavan Man: Martin Donohoe

Touring: John Francis Flynn
(Photo: Steve Gullick)

A

John 
Francis 
Flynn to 
tour new 
album



First tranche of artists announced for 
Dublin Tradfest in January
D

Multiple Grammy winner:
Janis Ian

Galician piping master:
Carlos Nuñez

Hatbox: Emma Corbett

N

€
€

Kevin Conneff Niamh Dunne 

Burke, Conneff and 
Dunne heading
for Cobblestone

Dublin Tradfest expands 
into Fingal
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Now I’m workin’ on a world
I may never see

Joinin’ forces with the warriors
of love

Who came before and will follow
you and me.

Iris DeMent will 
play Vicar Street 
in Dublin on 
October 28.

S

DeMent aims 
to bend the 
arc towards 
justice

Dublin-bound:
Iris DeMent (Photo: 
Dasha Brown)
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Suedan: (from left) Angus NIcholson, Angus McKenzie, Fin Moore and Calum McCrimmon
with Allan MacDonald (front) (Photo: Ryan MacDonald).

� Máire Ní Ghrada
� Méabh Smyth

William Kennedy: Piping up in Armagh
�

A

Dublin Folk 
Festival is back

Above top: Scullion (from left): Philip King, 
Sonny Condell and Robbie Overson

Above middle: Trio (from left): Steve 
Cooney, Bríd Harper and Dermot Byrne

Above bottom: Gemma Hayes
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Begley, Vagabonds for Tradition Now

Two plus one: 
Cormac Begley 
(centre) with Brían 
and Diarmuid Mac 
Gloinn (aka: Ye Vag-
abonds) (Photo: 
Clare Keogh) 
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Guiding Bells
Everyman Theatre
October 6

‘Melebration!’
Mercier’s legacy to be honoured in Cork

Mel Mercier (front 
right) and the Irish 
Gamelan Orchestra



Unthanks 
take on 
eight-date 
Irish tour

The Unthanks 
Tour Itinerary

Thursday October 5
Watergate Theatre,           

Kilkenny

Friday October 6
Solstice Arts Centre,
 Navan, Co. Meath

Saturday October 7
An Gríanan Arts Centre 

Letterkenny, Co. Donegal

Sunday October 8
Town Hall Theatre,

Westport, Co. Mayo

Monday October 9
Liberty Hall Theatre

Dublin 1

Wednesday October 11
Hawks Well Theatre

Sligo

Thursday October 12
Live at St. Luke’s,

Summerhill North, Cork

Friday October 13
Theatre Royal,

Waterford

T

Unthanks very much: (from left) Becky, Rachel and Adrian McNally.

In praise of Peoples: Tommy Peoples (main picture) , Matt Molloy (top right), Tríona Ní Dhomhnaill 
(middle right) and Paddy Keenan  (bottom right).

Honouring Peoples’ legacy
M

M

Chats and 
tunes in 
the Naul

Piper: Ronan Browne



Honouring Patrick O’Keeffe’s legend
Castleisland-bound: (above) Altan; (top right) Tara Breen; and Kevin Burke (above right).



Daoirí Farrell

Ralph McTell returns 
from there to here

O

Tour Itinerary
October 26: Watergate Theatre, 

Kilkenny
October 27: glor, Ennis

October 28: Siamsa Tire, Tralee
October 29: Lime Tree Theatre, 

Limerick
November 1: Hawk’s Well Theatre, 

Sligo
November 2: The Mac , Belfast

November 3: Riverside Theatre,
Coleraine

November 5: Everyman Theatre, 
Cork

November 7: Westport Town Hall, 
Westport

November 8: Ardhowen Theatre, 
Enniskillen

November 9: The Guildhall, Derry
November 10: An Táin, Dundalk

November 11: Liberty Hall 
Theatre, Dublin

Street cred: Ralph 
McTell (Photo: Elly 
Lucas ) .

Drawn to sing: 
Ralph McTell by 
fellow singer, Ken 
Wilson.



Trevor Sexton (left) and Ger O’Donnell
Rhiannon Giddens



Belfast Singing Circle, Garrick Bar, 
Chichester Street, Belfast.  First Wednesday 
of the month. https://www.facebook.com/
profile.php?id=100054573964706

Bray Singers’ Circle, Tennis Club, Vevay 
Road, Bray. Third Sunday of the month.
https://www.facebook.com/braysingers.circle

Chapel Gates Singers Club, Tubridy’s, 
Cooraclare, Co. Clare. Last Friday of the month.
https://www.facebook.com/chapelgates.
singersclub

Ciorcal na nAmhráin, Shamrock Bar, 
Falcarragh, Co. Donegal. Third Wednesday of 
the month.

Clé Club, Liberty Hall, Dublin 1, Third Wed-
nesday of the month. Second Thursday of the 
month on Zoom. https://www.cleclub.org 

Cork Singers Club, An Spailpín Fánach, 
Main Street, Cork, Weekly on Sunday.
https://www.facebook.com/corksingersclub

Croonerista Social Club, CIE Sports & Social 
Club, Inchicore Square North, Inchicore, 
Second Friday of the month. https://www.
facebook.com/crooneristasocialclub

Crown and Shamrock, Crown and Shamrock 
Inn, Antrim Road, Belfast. Second Monday of 
the month

Drogheda Singers, Fairgreen Bar, Drogheda. 
Weekly on Wednesday.

Down Singers’ Circle, Rice’s International 
Bar, Frances Street, Newtownards, Co. Down. 
Third Saturday of the month.

Dundalk Singing Circle, The Wee House, 
Anne Street, Dundalk. Weekly on Tuesday. 
https://www.facebook.com/dundalk.
singingcircle

Ennis Singers Club, The Copper Jug, Steele’s 
Terrace, Ennis. Second Friday of the month.
https://www.facebook.com/Ennis-Singers-
Club-461696563932299

Góilín Traditional Singers, Teachers’ Club, 
Parnell Square, Dublin. Weekly on Friday.
https://goilin.com/

Howth Singing Circle, Sea Angling Club, 
West Pier, Howth, Co. Dublin. First Thursday 
of the month. https://howthsingingcircle.com/

Inishowen Traditional Singers’ Circle, 
alternating between North Pole, Drumfries, 
Inishowen and McFeeley’s Bar, Clonmany, 
Inishowen. Second Friday of the month.
https://inishowensinging.ie/

Kinvara Singing Circle, The Community 
Centre, Kinvara, Co. Galway. First Monday of 
the month. https://www.facebook.com/
eugene.lambe1

Limerick Singing Session, The White Horse 
Tavern, Limerick. Third Monday of the month 
and on Zoom every Monday (except third).
https://www.facebook.com/LimerickSingers

Malahide Singing Circle, St. Sylvester’s 
GAA Club, Malahide, Co. Dublin. Last 
Thursday of the month. https://www.
facebook.com/malahide.singingcircle

Navan Singing Circle, The Lantern, Water-
gate Street, Navan. Second Tuesday of the 
month. https://www.facebook.com/
NavanSingingCircle

Night Before Larry Got Stretched, The 
Cobblestone, King Street North, Dublin 7. 
First Sunday of the month except for January, 
July and August. https://www.facebook.com/
thenightbeforelarrygotstretched

Nightingale Singing Session, American Bar, 
Dock Street, Belfast. Third Tuesday of the month.

North Wexford Traditional Singing 
Session, French’s, Main Street, Gorey. Last 
Tuesday of the month. https://www.facebook.
com/NorthWexford TraditionalSingingCircle

Rainbow Singing Session, McHugh’s Bar, 
Glenfarne, Co. Leitrim. 5pm-8pm. Fourth 
Sunday of the month. https://www.facebook.
com/Rainbow-Singing-Circle-Glenfarne-
521767114857837

Robbie’s First Friday, Cnoc na Gaoithe CCE 
Cultural Centre, Tulla, Co. Clare. First Friday of 
the month. https://www.facebook.com/
RobbiesFirstFriday

Shanaglish Singing Session, Whelan’s, 
Shanaglish, Gort, Co. Galway. Last Friday of 
the month.

Shillelagh Singing Circle, Parkview House. 
Shillelagh, Co. Wicklow. Fortnightly on 
Wednesday from January 11. Contact Derek 
Robinson at 087-1685128

Singing in the Crane, Crane Bar, Sea Road, 
Galway. https://www.facebook.com/david.
larkin.3975

Skerries Folk Club, Upstairs in Joe May’s Pub, 
Harbour Road, Skerries. Last Sunday of the month

Sliabh Liag Singing Circle, Evelyn’s Central 
Bar, Carrick, Co. Donegal. Usually once a 
month. For precise date check https://www.
facebook.com/profile.php?id=100069613394114

Sligo Traditional Singers’ Circle, Durkin’s Bar, 
Ballinacarrow, Co. Sligo. Second Wednesday 
of the month

Song Central, Chaplin’s Bar, Hawkins Street, 
Dublin 2. Second Sunday of the month. https:// 
www.facebook.com/songcentral

South Roscommon Singers Circle, Murray’s 
Bar, Knockcroghery, Co. Roscommon. First 
Thursday of the month

Sunflower Folk Club, Sunflower Bar, Union 
Street, Belfast. Weekly on Thursdays. https://
www.facebook.com/sunflowerfolk

West Limerick Singing Club, Ramble Inn, 
Main Street, Abbeyfeale, Co. Limerick. First 
Friday of the month. https://www.facebook.
com/mary.oconnor.33483

Wexford Traditional Singers’ Circle, Mary’s 
Bar, John’s Gate Street, Wexford. Third Friday 
of the month. https://www.facebook.com/
county wexfordtraditionalsingerscircle/

The directory lists regular weekly and monthly singing sessions with the day they usually meet. But, to be sure that a session is actually 
taking place, you are advised to check by clicking the link to the organiser’s website, phone or social media account. If you have a 
session for inclusion in the directory, send details to info@fonn.online.

WEEK 1
Monday: Limerick Singing 
Session (Z); Kinvara Singing 
Circle
Tuesday: Dundalk Singing Circle
Wednesday: Belfast Singing 
Circle; Drogheda Singers
Thursday: Howth Singing 
Circle; South Roscommon 
Singers Circle, 
Knockcroghery; Sunflower 
Folk Club, Belfast
Friday: An Góilín, Dublin; 
Robbie’s First Friday, Tulla; 
West Limerick Singing Club, 
Abbeyfeale
Sunday: Cork Singers Club; 
The Night Before Larry Got 
Stretched, Dublin

WEEK 2
Monday: Limerick Singing 
Session (Z); Crown and Shamrock, 
Belfast 

Tuesday: Dundalk Singing 
Circle; Navan Singing Circle
Wednesday: Drogheda 
Singers; Sligo Singers’ Circle
Thursday: Clé Abhaile (Z); 
Sunflower Folk Club, Belfast
Friday: Croonerista Social 
Club, Dublin; Ennis Singers 
Club;  An Góilín, Dublin; 
Inishowen Singers’ Circle
Sunday: Cork Singers Club; 
Song Central

WEEK 3
Monday: Limerick Singing 
Session
Tuesday: Dundalk Singing Circle; 
Nightingale Session, Belfast
Wednesday: Ciorcal na 
nAmhráin, Falcarragh; Clé Club, 
Dublin; Drogheda Singers
Thursday: Sunflower Folk 
Club, Belfast
Friday:  An Góilín, Dublin; 

Wexford Singers Circle
Saturday: Down Singers Circle
Sunday: Bray Singing Circle;
Cork Singers Club

WEEK 4*
Monday: Limerick Singing 
Session (Z)

Tuesday: Dundalk Singing Circle
Wednesday: Drogheda Singers
Thursday: Sunflower Folk 
Club, Belfast
Friday:  An Góilín, Dublin
Sunday: Cork Singers Club; 
Rainbow Singing Session, 
Glenfarne.

LAST WEEK*
Monday: Limerick Singing 
Session (Z)

Tuesday: Dundalk Singing 
Circle; North Wexford Singing 
Session, Gorey.
Wednesday: Drogheda Singers

Thursday: Malahide Singing 
Circle; Sunflower Folk Club, 
Belfast
Friday: Chapel Gates Singers 
Club;  An Góilín, Dublin; 
Shanaglish Singing Circle, 
near Gort
Sunday: Cork Singers Club; 
Skerries Folk Club.

*   Usually the fourth time  a day 
falls in the month will be the last 
week. But, of course, there will 
always be a few days each month 
that occur for a fifth time. Some 
sessions, like the Rainbow, are 
held in the fourth week, even when 
there may be a fifth Sunday in the 
month. Others, like Gorey and 
Malahide, are held on the last 
Tuesday or Thursday (respectively) 
regardless of whether it may be 
the fourth or fifth time the day has 
occurred in a particular month.

The Shillelagh Singing Circle meets fortnightly on Wednesdays. The Singing in the Crane session in Galway meets frequently but 
not on a specific day each month as does the Sliabh Liag Singing Circle in Co. Donegal.

Most – though not all – of the regular singing sessions around Ireland take place on a particular day of a specific week of the 
month. So this planner provides an indication of where a session may be taking place on any day of the month. But of course 
you should always check with the session organisers (see opposite for contact information) before heading out for the afternoon or 
evening. All sessions below are in person unless followed by (Z).




